
Identification of Gifted Students 

12.02(2)(d) Criteria for Deter-

mining Exceptional Ability 

(Giftedness) or Talent Pool  

12.02(2)(d)(i) For each category 

of giftedness defined in 12.01

(16), criteria for exceptional 

ability means: 95 percentile or 

above on a standardized na-

tionally normed test or obser-

vation tool, or a rating on a 

performance assessment that 

indicates exceptionality/

distinguished compared to age 

mates.  

12.02(2)(d)(ii) Not meeting 

criteria on a single assessment 

tool shall not prevent further 

data collection or considera-

tion for identification, if other 

indicators suggest exceptional 

potential as observed in a body 

of evidence.  

12.02(2)(d)(iii) Criteria for 

screening assessments is a 

score range less than the 95 

percentile ranking or results on 

observation/performance as-

sessment tools as determined 

by the AU to determine refer-

rals, further data collection and 

observation, and/or formation 

of student talent pools.  

Gifted Education is a strength-based 

model that identifies students with ex-

ceptional abilities and potential.  The 

purpose of identification is not to label a 

child, but to match instruction, program-

ming and support systems to their identi-

fied area(s) of strength.    

Definition 

“Gifted and talented children" means 

those persons between the ages of five 

and twenty-one whose abilities, talents, 

and potential for accomplishment are so 

exceptional or developmentally ad-

vanced that they require special provi-

sions to meet their educational program-

ming needs. Children under five who are 

gifted may also be provided with early 

childhood special educational services. 

Gifted students include gifted students 

with disabilities (i.e. twice-exceptional) 

and students with exceptional abilities or 

potential from all socio-economic, ethnic 

and cultural populations.  

Gifted students are capable of high per-

formance, exceptional production, or 

exceptional learning behavior by virtue 

of any or a combination of these areas of 

giftedness: 

 General or specific intellectual ability 

 Specific academic aptitude 

 Creative or productive thinking 

 Leadership abilities 

 Visual arts, performing arts, music , 
dance and psychomotor abilities 

The identification process begins with a 

referral that may come from a variety of 

sources such as: 

 Universal Screening  at second and 
sixth grades using the Cognitive 
Abilities Test (CogAT) 

 Parent, teacher or student referrals 

  Achievement measures 

  Behavioral observations  

 Performance indicators 

Once a student has been referred for 

gifted identification, a body of evidence 

is collected that includes quantitative 

and qualitative data.  Criteria for identi-

fication usually requires three qualifying 

pieces of data that meet the state crite-

ria of 95th percentile or higher on a 

norm referenced  approved measure-

ment tool or an advanced or distin-

guished level on a criterion referenced 

approved measurement tool or perfor-

mance rubric.     

Identification is determined by a team 

of educators who have been trained in 

the gifted identification process, proce-

dures and criteria.  Once the process is 

completed, students, parents and teach-

ers are notified.  Students who have a 

body of evidence that partially meets 

required criteria may be placed in a tal-

ent pool  for further consideration over 

time.    

 

Hide not your talents. They for use were made. What's a sundial in 

the shade? – Benjamin Franklin  
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Identification Process 



Four Pathways to Identification: 1 



Four Pathways to Identification: 2 



Four Pathways to Identification: 3 



Four Pathways to Identification: 4 


